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;1 of reading and writi ng. The situations in which they consider the writings of others
 
;t and themselves must be authentic-purposive, with the intent to communicate
 

.e and understand . While students develop into proficient readers, teachers must
 
understand the progress they are making . Thus , in this chapter we have described 
the research on how children first become aware and learn about print, how they 
develop prior knowledge and vocabulary, and how they become proficient com­
prehenders . We have also discussed in some very preliminary wa ys how teachers 
can promote this development. These ideas will be reemphasized and elaborated 
in subsequent chapters. 
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